JAPAN,  AMERICA AND  MEXICO          115

Japanese, always a Japanese. Prince Katsura, in an
interview I had with him on this question in 1912, said :
" Naturalization would not be a practical solution to the
question. Japanese, who go abroad, remain Japanese
subjects, and no form of naturalization would alter them."1

In my opinion, whatever it may be worth, the Japanese
Government, if and when it demands the right of naturaliza-
tion for Japanese in America, will do so for diplomatic
prestige, as an acknowledgment that Japan is really a
first-class Power. The present refusal is regarded as a
slight on Japan's position in the world. I do not think
that the grant of the right would be beneficial to America.
The Japanese are not assimilable in the mass in a white
community, and it is generally acknowledged that as
Japanese grow to manhood they become less and less
assimilable.2 There is no question of the relative merits
of Oriental and Occidental civilization. In very many
respects the former is vastly superior to the latter. The
Japanese, whether in Hawaii, California, Korea, Singapore
or Tokio, is and remains a part of a social and official
mechanism, and he could not, even if he were allowed to,
disassociate himself from the machine.3

The grant to a large number of Japanese of the citizen-
ship of the United States could easily have -the most
embarrassing effects on that country's policy. It would
automatically necessitate the removal of the emigration

1  It is noteworthy that the Japanese Government never has raised
the question of naturalization as a definite issue.    As far as I am aware
the late Count Hayashi was the only Japanese statesman who even
considered the point, and he got himself into considerable disfavour with
the Genro thereby.

2  The Secret of Japanese Success, Dr. Garrett Droppers, op. ciL

3  A study of the history of the Japanese in Hawaii gives a number of
interesting details bearing on the assimilability of the race.     In   The
Japanese in Hawaii, Mr. Theodore Richards, editor of The Friend, Hono-
lulu, says :    ' Inter-marriage between the various races has been very
considerable,  except between the Japanese and other races."    " The
Buddhist priests have made the temples and shrines centres of Japanese
thought and sentiment. * *    " The Japanese were in Hawaii to make money,
and then to go home and enjoy it as speedily as possible."    " Plantation
managers would state their preference for the Chinese field hands, as
more persistent, patient and docile/*